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Paul Baker, Senior Reclamation Biologist M

April 18, 2003

TO:

FROM:

RE: Site Inspection. Uintah Count), and Crown Asphalt Corporation. Asphalt Ridge Mine.
M I 0 47 / 022 and M I 0 47 / 03 2. U intah C out'tt:'r. U tah

Date of Inspection: April 11,2003
Tirne of Inspection: 9:30 to about 1 l:30 a.nt.
Conditions: Mostly clear, 70's
Participants: Kim McDonald and Paul lreltch (Uintah County), Lee Farber and Bill Kraerner

(Crown Asphalt Ridge), Doug Jensen and Paul Baker (DOGM)

Purpose of Inspection:
Crown Asphalt Ridge has prepared a rlew r.nap of the distr,rrbance areas, and w'e wanted to

discuss the map with the operators and possibly colnpare it with existing disturbances. This lnap was done
in response to requests from the Division for updated iuformation that could be used to escalate the bonds.
There is an areathat has been reclaimed, and we rvanted to see if it would be possible to release it. AIso,
some maintenance was done on drainage control structllres last fall, and we wanted to inspect them.

Getting to the site:
The mine is on Asohalt Ridse on the west side of Vernal.

Observations:
We first looked at a flare stack bLrilt north of the processing plarrt (Photo 1). This was

apparently not anticipated in tlre original designs and is not included in the bond.

The reclaimed area is adjacent to a small, benned holding pond just west of the road that
defines the east boundary of the site. Perennial vegetation in this area was prirnarily rubber rabbitbrLrsh
with some Indian ricegrass. There were a lot of weeds, mostly turnble rnustard and cheatgrass. We
compared this to a nearby undistr-rrbed area where there was a little more rabbitbrush but where nruch of
the rabbitbrush had died. Coverfi'orn perennial vegetation appeared to be a little less ilt the reclairrred area
than the r,rndisturbed area, but it was clearly nlore than 70 percent of the cover in the r"rndisturbed area.

Tlte operators have done most of the mainteuauce on the drainage corrtrol strr"rctr.rres that
we discussed last fall. Photo 2 shows a pond that would now capturc any drainage coming out of this
portion of the mine" Photo 3 shows a berrn across the drainage below the pond in Photo 2, attd this bem
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and the ditch below it would capture all drainage coming from above this point. The ditch has been
cleaned.

Last fall, the county had planned to install a culvert under the road on the east side of the
mine, but there was some discussion about where it should be placed. It was going to run north-south to
allow all water running along the west side of the road to go into a small benned pond at the bottom of the
reclaimed area discussed above. Instead, the county intends to put it farther north along this road and
allow drainage to flow into a natural drainage on the east side of the road. Althougli the culvert has not yet
been installed, the new pipe was lying right next to tlre road.

The county had planned to put in a clreck darn in the asphalt processing area, but we were
told this lrad not been done.

Conclusions and Recommendations :

The couuty needs to install the culvert and check darn.

Last fall's inspection was done in response to a concern frorn Lyle McKeachnie that
runoff from the rnine could flood a lioLrsing development that has been built in a drainage below the mine.
With the tnailttenance that has been done, all runoff frorn tlris drainage is norv diverted into ponds of some
sor1. Although it is possible these ponds and drainage control structures could fail in an extrrmely intense
stortn, I don't believe it is likely. Mr. Feltch said the plans for the housing development indicate a
retention pond is supposed to be built below the rnine, and this should provide additional protection.

The operators are in the process of revising some of the maps. and the Division has also
requested updates for the bond. The Division can release the reclaimed areas rve examined, but these areas
should be delineated on perrnit area uraps. The Division also needs to know how many acres are being
released from each permit (separately).

. The rnap we exatnitred would auswer most of the questions the Division has raised
recently about acreage figures and should also clarif' the requirements for bonding. The operators need to
submitthismapfortheDivision'sreview. Theareaimpactedbytheflarestackandtheflarestackfacility
will need to be included in the bond.

Crowu Asphalt Corporation and Crowrr Asphalt Ridge, LLC, have rlot yet responded to
deficiencies irr the trarrsfer applicatiorr. This needs to be resubmitted.

.ib
cc: .lay Mealey. Crown Asphalt Corporation

Dan O'Lear1'. Crorvn Asphalt I{idge. I-LC
Paul Feltch, Uintah County
Will Stokes. SITLA
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ATTACHMENT
Inspection Date: April 11,2003; Report Date: April 18,2003

Photographs
W047/022 andW047/032, Asphalt Ridge Mine, Uintah County and Crown Asphalt Corporation
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Photo 1. The flare stacks.
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Pltoto 3. A berm was placed across the road and an adjacent
drainage (not in photo) to divert watcr to the ditch in the center of
this picture.
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Photo 2. Rctention pond in the nrine area.
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